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AWARDS



Best Febio Pitch Award
Sponsored by IFF Febiofest, the main Bratislava Industry Days award is €3000  
cash for the most promising project. An international jury decides the award.

Cineuropa Work in Progress Award
One Slovak project is awarded coverage throughout various development 
stages and distribution by Cineuropa. The award is decided by Martin Kudláč,  
Cineuropa’s correspondent.

TATINO FILMS Award
One project is awarded a consultancy according to its needs as part of Pop Up 
Films or the First Cut Lab programme. The award is decided by Matthieu Darras,  
TATINO FILMS’ director.

MIDPOINT Consulting Award
One project is awarded an in-depth script consultancy with a MIDPOINT Institute 
expert. The award is decided by Soňa Morgenthalová, MIDPOINT 
Institute’s programme coordinator

KFF Industry Award
One project is awarded participation at Krakow Film Festival’s CEDOC 
Co-Production Market. The award is decided by Barbara Orlicz-Szczypuła, 
Krakow Film Festival’s representative.

PITCH  
AWARD

BEST
FEBIO

YE
A

RS
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INDUSTRY JURY



Patrizia Mancini
A Paris-based Italian with a master’s in film 
history and criticism, and a background 
in theatre and dubbing, Patrizia has been 
in the documentary industry since 2012. 
She has worked with companies such as 
Wide House, Slingshot Films, and Deck-
ert Distribution for international sales & 
acquisitions, and with the well-renowned 
French international co-production 
market Sunny Side of the Doc as Head of 
Talents & International Development. In 
2024 she joined the team of leading doc-
umentary festival Sheffield DocFest in the 
UK as Head of Industry.

Nektarios Sakkas
Born and raised in Athens, Nektarios stud-
ied computer science before switching 
to and graduating in psychology. Whilst 
still an undergraduate, he became an 
intern film journalist for online media. For 
a decade, he worked as a programmer 
for the Athens International Film Festival 
and as a film critic for Cinema Magazine. 
Since 2023, he has been a member of the 
International Programming team of the 
Thessaloniki International Film Festival 
and the Thessaloniki International Doc-
umentary Festival.

Sigrid Hadenius-Ebner
Sigrid Hadenius-Ebner is the Festival Pro-
ducer at Uppsala Short Film Festival. She 
is responsible for industry events at the 
festival, spanning from Uppsala Talent 
Days and the Uppsala Short Film Pitch, to 
planning all seminars, panels, and master-
classes. Since 2023 she has been the head 
of the National Competition, and since 
2014 she has been part of the selection 
committee for the International Competi-
tion. She is also a freelance programmer 
and curator for other festivals and cultural 
organisations. Sigrid has a background in 
art history (Uppsala University) and film 
studies (Stockholm University).
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WORKS IN PROGRESS



SYNOPSIS
The story of Karol Duchoň begins during 
the filming of a New Year’s Eve pro-
gramme on television in 1984, and a man 
who not long ago had the world at his 
feet has his whole life flash before his 
eyes in just one night. We see a boy from 
the country being given the opportunity 
to play in Western clubs, and becom-
ing a true pop icon of the era. The most 
renowned composers and lyricists in Slo-
vakia wrote for him, he won prizes at 
leading competitions, and many interna-
tional tours came his way. But his huge 
success is also beginning to awaken his 
inner demons...

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
When I was 12, I worked at Chynorany 
library. One day, I had to tell Karol 
Duchoň that not a single ticket had been 
sold for his concert. I saw him as a singer 
no one was interested in. Just years later 
I finally understood his message through 
his songs. Duchoň’s life was full of con-
trasts: between unappreciated talent 
and fame, nostalgia and energy, free-
dom, and the struggles of his time. The 
film will reveal his contradictory soul and 
exceptional, tragic story.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Peter Bebjak is a Slovak director, pro-
ducer, and actor. He graduated from the 
Academy of Performing Arts in Bratislava, 
where he studied acting and film direct-
ing. His feature debut Apricot Island (2011) 
was followed by successful genre films 
such as Evil (2012) and The Cleaner (2015). 
He also directed acclaimed crime thrill-
ers and dramas like The Line (2017), The 
Rift (2019), The Auschwitz Report (2020), 
Whirlwind (2024), and popular TV proj-
ects. He is known as a master of genre 
films and mystery thrillers.

ABOUT THE PRODUCERS 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Rasťo Šesták graduated from the Acad-
emy of Performing Arts in Bratislava, 
where he studied theatre directing and 
has been a producer at D.N.A. Production 
since its founding. He is a member of The 
European Producers Club. His first major 
project was the documentary series The 
Biggest Criminal Cases of Slovakia (2006). 
He later created series like City of Shad-
ows (2008 – 2012) and its Czech version 
Crime Scene – Angel (2008 –), which 
launched the crime series phenomenon. 
He has won three Czech Lions, two Sun in 
the Net awards, and special recognition 
from Igric for his contribution to the film 
The Auschwitz Report and the mini-series 
The Actor.

Duchoň 
Duchoň
Slovakia | 90 min. 
fiction | biographical | music | in post-production

DIRECTOR: Peter Bebjak
SCREENPLAY: Jiří Havelka, Robert Mankovecký
DOP: Martin Žiaran
EDITOR: Marek Kráľovský

PRODUCERS: Rastislav Šesták, Peter Bebjak (D.N.A. Production, SK) 
CO-PRODUCER: D.N.A. Production, CZ

SUPPORT: Slovak Audiovisual Fund
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 2 200 000
EXPECTED RELEASE: July 2025
LOOKING FOR: festivals, sales agents

Peter 
Bebjak

Rastislav 
Šesták

CONTACT
D.N.A. 
dnaproduction.sk/en 
rs@dnaproduction.sk 
+421 905 946 692
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SYNOPSIS
Noémi and Péter are junior members 
of a student commune who are seeking 
new ways of political participation and 
changing the world.  As the two newcom-
ers participate in the debates, reading 
circles, forums, choir, and social activi-
ties, they realise how difficult it is to fit in, 
both for the first-generation college girl 
who comes from a working-class family, 
and the hedonistic, try-hard middle-class 
boy. As they try to keep up with the com-
mune, they unintentionally hold a mirror 
up to their fellows about theory and prac-
tice, feminism, democracy, and how the 
personal is political.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
It’s a tough time for young filmmak-
ers in Hungary. State funding favours 
nationalist productions, leaving socially 
committed films unsupported. Books Are 
Our Weapons follows young activists 
studying sociology and feminism, inspired 
by my own experience in a similar com-
mune. This hybrid documentary blends 
fiction and reality, with actors alongside 
actual activists, improvised dialogues, 
and participatory filmmaking. Aimed 
at young adults exploring identity and 
social justice, it’s a rare democratic por-
trait from Hungary – timely and unique in 
today’s political climate.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Máté Konkol is a director, producer, 
and editor. While at university, he was 
an assistant to Crystal Globe winner 
director Szabolcs Hajdu on It’s Not the 
Time of My Life (2016), and Oscar winner 
László Nemes on Sunset (2018). He regu-
larly writes on film industry and cultural 
politics. His latest short films are coming-
of-age stories about seeking sexual and 
political identity, all through the lens of 
gender and class consciousness: Buda-
pest, Closed City (2021), Reap What You 
Sow (2023). Books Are Our Weapons will 
be his first feature.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Balázs Zachar began producing in 2018, 
working mainly with Proton Cinema and 
Filmfabriq. His short Break (dir. Levente 
Kölcsey) premiered in Locarno in 2020. 
His first feature, Wild Roots (dir. Hajni 
Kis), premiered in Karlovy Vary in 2021, 
followed by Árni (dir. Dorka Vermes) 
in Venice in 2023 as part of Biennale 
College Cinema. An EAVE Producers’ 
Workshop graduate (2018), he will com-
plete the European Film Business and Law 
MBA at Film University Babelsberg and 
Erich Pommer Institut in 2025.

Máté 
Konkol

Balázs 
Zachar

CONTACT
Balázs Zachar 
balazs.zachar@gmail.com 
+36 30 641 6770

A könyv a mi fegyverünk 
Books Are Our Weapons
Hungary | 75 min. 
hybrid | political coming-of-age | in post-production

DIRECTOR: Máté Konkol
SCREENPLAY: Máté Konkol, Renátó Fehér, Kriszta Csapó, and all actors
DOP: Tamás Papp
EDITOR: Dániel Molnár

PRODUCER: Balázs Zachar
CO-PRODUCER: Máté Konkol

WORKSHOPS & FORUMS: Ji.hlava New Visions Forum 2024
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 100 000
EXPECTED RELEASE: Summer / Autumn 2025
LOOKING FOR: festivals, sales agents, distributors
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SYNOPSIS
The Consequences of Truth is a biographical 
auteur-led documentary that tells the story 
of Alfred Wetzler, a Slovak Jewish hero 
who warned the world about the Nazi 
extermination machinery and helped to 
save almost 150 000 lives. Yet he was 
persecuted and erased from history by 
his own communist government after the 
war. The film uses a combination of nev-
er-before-seen archives and creative 
reenactments to reimagine a unique life 
that unfolded against the backdrop of two 
totalitarian regimes.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
The film is going to be built on three 
pillars. Firstly, unique archival footage 
that will illustrate large chunks of the 
narrative. Secondly, interviews with his-
torians and friends of Wetzler’s which 
will drive the story and bring us closer 
to the main character. And finally, we 
will use reenactments with actors to 
reimagine the most psychologically 
significant moments from Wetzler’s life. 
Combined with archive footage, they 
will create an imaginary space in which 
the drama of Alfred Wetzler’s life will 
play out. Our intention is to reinsert 
Alfred Wetzler into history.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Denis Dobrovoda is an Oscar and 
EFA-qualified documentary film direc-
tor. His 2022 debut documentary The 
Cathedral won the Best Film Award at the 
62nd Krakow Film Festival. The film was 
cinema-released in three countries and 
broadcast on TV channels worldwide, 
including Japan, South Korea, New Zea-
land, Switzerland, and Austria. Denis has 
also produced or directed a number of TV 
productions for British TV broadcasters, 
including ITV and Channel 4. His fiction 
short film Savage (2019) was broadcast 
on the BBC.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Silvia Panáková is a Slovak film producer 
with over 20 years of industry experi-
ence. She is a graduate of the Academy 
of Performing Arts in Bratislava, and 
has attended a number of prestigious 
workshops including ACE Producers and 
Jihlava’s Emerging Producers.  Silvia has 
produced or co-produced a number of 
highly successful feature films, includ-
ing The Ballad of Piargy (dir. Ivo Trajkov, 
2022; 11 Sun in the Net awards, Audience 
Award), Fair Play (dir. Andrea Sedláčková, 
2014; EFA-longlisted), Jan Palach (dir. 
Robert Sedláček, 2018; Czech Film Critics 
– Best film), Unseen (dir. Maia Martiniak,  
CPH: DOX 2020), and The World Accord-
ing to My Dad (dir. Marta Kovářová, 
Student Jury Award at Ji.hlava IDFF 
2023). She is a member of the European 
Film Academy and Slovak Film and Tele-
vision Academy.

Nikdy sa nevrátili 
The Consequences of Truth
Slovakia, Czech Republic, USA | 90 min. 
documentary | in post-production

DIRECTOR & SCREENPLAY: Denis Dobrovoda
DOP: Peter Bencsík, Šimon Hudák
EDITOR: Michal Nollet

PRODUCER: Silvia Panáková (Arinafilm, SK)
CO-PRODUCERS: Jakub Pinkava (Punk Film, CZ), Betsy Laikin

WORKSHOPS & FORUMS: Dok.incubator 2024, East Doc Platform 2024, 
CEDOC Market 2023, IDFAcademy 2022
SUPPORT: Slovak Audiovisual Fund, Claims Conference,  
Jewish Story Partners, Slovak Television and Radio, Czech Television
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 300 000
EXPECTED RELEASE: November 2025
LOOKING FOR: industry platforms, festivals, sales agents

Denis 
Dobrovoda

Silvia 
Panáková

CONTACT
Arinafilm 
www.arinafilm.sk 
silvia@arinafilm.sk 
+421 907 787 945
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SYNOPSIS
In a kingdom bound by hierarchy and sur-
rounded by magical wilderness, young 
maiden Jasna stands against the tyran-
nical ruler, Volk. In his wrath, he banishes 
her on a treacherous journey to a land 
from which none return. Guided by cour-
age, she finds an ally in Eagle, the forest 
guardian. Together, they seek to break 
the kingdom’s chains. Jasna’s journey 
reflects ecological and feminist themes, 
embracing acceptance and understand-
ing. The visually daring form blends 
live-action with 2D/3D animation and 
musical sequences inspired by contem-
porary rap.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
My greatest artistic endeavour is to 
create for today’s adolescents. I sense 
a strong energy for action from them, 
but also an initial distrust in the system 
in which they will soon have to function. 
That’s why I created the fairy tale Orla, 
which they can relate to, identify with, and 
reflect on their own position in society, of 
which they are an inseparable part.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Marie Lukáčová is a visual artist and film 
director. Her films blend symbols from 
politics, mythology, and science, moving 
through different narrative frames 

to explore questions of an uncertain 
future. She has exhibited internationally 
(Undercurrent Gallery, NY) and domes-
tically (NGP, Prague). In 2019, she was 
a finalist for the Jindřich Chalupecký 
Award. Her short film Moréna Rex (2019) 
won an award at the Ji.hlava IDFF, and 
she received further recognition for 
her short film Milena’s Song (2019) at 
the Oberhausen ISFF. Since 2019, she 
has been teaching at FAMU and ARCUS 
Film School.

ABOUT THE PRODUCERS 
& PRODUCTION COMPANIES
CLAW is a Prague-based production 
company. Specializing in bold, original 
projects by debut creators, CLAW explores 
social, queer, and environmental themes, 
focusing on innovative audiovisual works. 
Their projects were presented at industry 
events such as KVIFF, CPH:FORUM, and 
East Doc Platform. 
guča films, a Bratislava-based company, 
have presented their films at Berlinale, 
Karlovy Vary IFF, Busan IFF, Sheffield 
DocFest, DOK Leipzig, FIPADOC, etc. It 
has co-productions with Austria, France, 
Belgium, Italy, Germany, Czech Republic, 
and works with ARTE and Czech Televi-
sion. Producer Matej Sotník is a European 
Film Academy member.

Wanda 
Kaprálová

Klára 
Mamojková

Matej  
Sotník

CONTACT
CLAW 
www.instagram.com/claw_films 
k.mamojkova@gmail.com, wanda.kapralova@gmail.com 
+420 776 369 325, +420 608 614 221

Orla 
Orla
Czech Republic, Slovakia | 20 min. 
fiction | animation | fairy tale | in post-production

DIRECTOR & SCREENPLAY: Marie Lukáčová
DOP: Tomáš Kotas
EDITORS: Marie Lukáčová, Alan Sýs, Jakub Podmanicky

PRODUCERS: Wanda Kaprálová, Klára Mamojková (CLAW, CZ)
CO-PRODUCER: Matej Sotník (guča films, SK)

WORKSHOPS & FORUMS: Dok.incubator Move It On 2024, KVIFF Talents 2022
SUPPORT: Czech Film Fund, Slovak Audiovisual Fund, UMPRUM,  
Moravian Silesian Region, Ministry of Culture (CZ)
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 95 000
EXPECTED RELEASE: 2025
LOOKING FOR: festivals, sales agents, post-production financing,  
distributors, broadcasters
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SYNOPSIS
What happens when a nail specialist, 
Gaba – trapped in beauty salon gossip 
and her working-class life – meets Zocha 
– a radical feminist from a wealthy 
family? From a fierce fight to a difficult 
love story, Against the Grain will portray 
young women seeking personal freedom 
and a way to escape a future prescribed 
for them by their families. There is abun-
dant extreme energy punk and humour 
when the character’s worlds clash – in the 
very gloomy yet beautiful city of Łódź.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Films about women remain few and 
far between, especially those featur-
ing non-binary characters. In this film 
about female freedom, I would like to 
show all the energy of resistance that 
was so recently evident in Poland during 
street protests, marches, and demon-
strations. While governments themselves 
fall and rise, women and their bodies still 
remain battlefields for politicians. The 
largest women’s protest in Poland was 
held in Łódź in 1971, when 55 000 textile 
female workers took to the streets to call 
for improved occupational conditions, 
higher wages, and their own dignity. And 
they won their fight.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Katarzyna Trzaska is a film director, 
scriptwriter, and producer at Zygizaga 
Films. Her documentaries, such as Vil-
lage of Swimming Cows (2018), have 
been screened at international festivals 
including Visions du Réel, IFF New Hori-
zons Wroclaw, One World Prague, and 
Krakow FF.  She aims to combine doc-
umentary observation, humour, and 
a warm approach to characters. An 
admirer of the Czech New Wave, she 
emphasises her films’ visual impact. 
Actively involved in the feminist move-
ment in Poland, she is also a co-founder 
of the Polish Female Filmmakers Associ-
ation, a keen ice bather, and a techno 
raver. She is based in Warsaw.

ABOUT THE PRODUCERS 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Zygizaga was founded in 2009 by Robert 
Zygmuntowski and is co-run by Katarzyna 
Trzaska. Through this production com-
pany, she both makes her own films and 
discovers/follows up new Polish and 
international talents that combine cul-
tural diversity and market ambition. The 
company has so far produced several 
documentary films that she has directed: 
Maximum Pleasure (2014), Village of 
Swimming Cows (2018), and Learning to 
Fly (2022). Zygizaga is currently develop-
ing a circus-artist documentary as well as 
fiction films.

Pod prąd 
Against the Grain
Poland | 90 min. 
fiction | dramedy | in development

DIRECTOR & SCREENPLAY: Katarzyna Trzaska

PRODUCER: Robert Zygmuntowski (Zygizaga Films, PL)
CO-PRODUCER: Joanna Olichwer (No Escape, NO)

WORKSHOPS & FORUMS: Pop Up Film Residency Visegrad 2023,  
New Horizons Studio+ 2022
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 1 200 000
PRINCIPAL PHOTOGRAPHY: May – September 2027
EXPECTED RELEASE: September 2028
LOOKING FOR: co-producers, industry platforms

Katarzyna 
Trzaska

Joanna 
Olichwer

CONTACT
Zygizaga Films 
zygizaga@10g.pl 
+48 694 603 212 
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SYNOPSIS
A long time ago, a natural disaster struck 
that forced humanity to construct a high-
tech city underground. This city has an 
artificial plant factory, where everyone 
works together to recreate the nature 
they have lost. Everyone, that is, except 
for our hero, Jozef, who daydreams about 
living freely away from the machines. 
After accidentally transporting himself 
to the surface, he embarks on an epic 
quest to create the one thing that nature 
doesn’t provide: a cigarette.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
I’m making the movie with the aim to rec-
oncile my complicated feelings towards 
nature and all things natural. It’s about 
how we tend to run away from the prob-
lems of our world elsewhere, where we 
don’t belong and are forced to delude 
ourselves into being happy until it all 
comes crashing down. It is also a love 
letter to the dirty harsh complexity of 
industrial society, in contrast with nature 
which is beautiful but painfully primitive. 
I want to make this disparity clear in the 
visuals and pacing of the two worlds, the 
industrial world having almost a sensory 
overload, and then the natural world 
being near empty.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Matej Mihályi is an animator, illustrator, 
and graphic designer, who graduated 
in graphic design from the Academy of 
Fine Arts in Bratislava and is studying 
Animation and Film at UMPRUM. He col-
laborated with Slovak rapper Prezident 
Lourajder in creating music videos and 
vinyl designs. In 2022, he co-directed the 
series Wunderbaum for Czech Television, 
winning the Czech Horizon Prize at Ani-
film 2023. In 2023, he co-founded Panika 
studio, specializing in diverse audiovisual 
commissions.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Simply the worst production company 
doing its absolute best to distribute and 
produce animated films from Czecho-
slovakia. Founded by David Štumpf and 
Michaela Mihalyi in 2024, Worst Films 
focuses on compelling and experimen-
tal narratives that are complemented 
by engaging visuals along with a playful 
tone.

Matej 
Mihályi

Michaela 
Mihalyi

CONTACT
Worst Films 
wemakeworstfilms@gmail.com

Prechádzka prírodou 
A Walk in Nature
Czech Republic, Slovakia | 10 min. 
animation | dystopian dramedy | in development

DIRECTOR & SCREENPLAY: Matej Mihályi

PRODUCER: Michaela Režová (UMPRUM Praha, CZ)
CO-PRODUCER: Michaela Mihalyi (Worst Films, SK)

WORKSHOPS AND FORUMS: CEE Animation Forum 2024
SUPPORT: Literary Fund (SK)
PRINCIPAL PHOTOGRAPHY: 2025
EXPECTED RELEASE: 2026
LOOKING FOR: co-producers, festivals, distributors
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SYNOPSIS
Ninety-percent of everything we con-
sume is shipped by boat. Seablindness 
explores the interstitial space of ports, 
where land meets the sea and capital 
is concentrated and distributed. End-
less depos, hundreds of tons, gigantic 
ships. Yet patient observation reveals 
a different perspective: a child learns to 
swim in the shade of a crane, wild birds 
graze by container towers, young kayak-
ers block the dock. On a journey along the 
varied edges, we intercept a night radio 
call of stuck seafarers. This documen-
tary poem explores ecological anxiety. 
It is not, however, about those who feel 
such anxiety, but rather for them.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
As the ports grow and become auto-
mated, they become invisible. What 
happens in the oceans is too remote, too 
elusive for us to care. Just like the global 
threats for which solutions are always 
postponed. Sociologists refer to this low 
public awareness of maritime affairs as 
“sea blindness”. Our film, born from the 
need to explore the symbolism of ports 
amid a self-destructive world, shows 
the surrounding landscape of multi-
ple unspecified European harbours. As 
the essentially human collides with the 
mechanical colossus, that to which we 
are habitually blind becomes incremen-
tally visible.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Tereza Smetanová studied documentary 
filmmaking at the Academy of Perform-
ing Arts in Bratislava and FAMU in Prague. 
Her student film Vale Tudo premiered at 
Ji.hlava IDFF 2023, and was featured in 
the international competition at Fris Hús 
Budapest. Her master’s project Seablind-
ness is a documentary poem about cargo 
ports – a subject she develops further in 
her upcoming debut feature. She’s also 
working on a docu-cycle for Slovak 
Television and Radio and Kerekesfilm pro-
duction, is part of the Otvorená Kultúra! 
[Open Culture!] cultural movement, and 
is a member of the Unkulunkulu perfor-
mative collective and the Film Expanded 
distribution team.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
& PRODUCTION COMPANIES
Tereza Tokárová studied production 
at the Academy of Performing Arts in 
Bratislava. In 2021, she founded CinePunkt 
production, which focuses on supporting 
emerging documentary film talents. With 
the company, she completed Territory of 
Imagination, Paula Maľárová’s debut. The 
film premiered at Beldocs 2023 and won 
the Jury Prize at IFF Cinematik. Tereza is 
a graduate of international programmes 
such as Dok.incubator, Emerging Produc-
ers, and Eurodoc.
The Academy of Performing Arts in 
Bratislava (VŠMU) is Slovakia’s leading 
university for various artistic disciplines. 
Its Film and Television Faculty is known 
for producing skilled filmmakers whose 
works are regularly showcased at inter-
national film festivals.

Prístavy 
Seablindness
Slovakia | 29 min. 
documentary | film poem | in post-production

DIRECTOR: Tereza Smetanová
SCREENPLAY: Tereza Smetanová, Atila Urbančič
DOP: Lucia Kovaľová
EDITOR: Petra Štefancová

PRODUCER: FTF VŠMU (SK)
CO-PRODUCER: Tereza Tokárová (CinePunkt, SK)

SUPPORT: Slovak Audiovisual Fund
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 9 500
EXPECTED RELEASE: Spring 2025
LOOKING FOR: industry platforms, festivals, sales agents

Tereza 
Smetanová

Tereza 
Tokárová

CONTACT
CinePunkt 
www.instagram.com/cinepunkt 
cinepunkt@gmail.com, festivals@vsmu.sk 
+421 903 621 977
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SYNOPSIS
Prometea is the very first clone of a horse. 
Through the practice of equine clon-
ing, the eponymic documentary essay 
examines how people cope with death 
– accepting, suffering, or evading its 
finality. The film presents the story of 
a polo player whose best horse died 
suddenly in his prime. While most eques-
trians push through their loss without 
hope – or desire – for resurrection, he 
now has over a hundred clones. Prome-
tea explores the tender, slightly archaic 
bond between humans and horses, and 
offers a reflection on mortality at a time 
when the technology to counteract it no 
longer seems sci-fi.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
The desire to prolong corporeal exis-
tence is very old. It encompasses all kinds 
of archiving practices, such as portrait 
painting, medicine, family albums, heroic 
epic poetry, etc. For André Bazin, cinema 
is an expression of archetypal desire for 
the replica of something precious that 
we’re losing, or have lost. Cloning horses 
is also a response to such absence. It can 
be devastating to lose a horse. By making 
this film, I wish to articulate what horses 
mean to me, and honour their genuine 
companionship. The sounds of galloping, 
trotting, and chewing grass aim to indi-
cate the film’s tempo.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Kr i s t ín a Ž i l inčárová works a s 
a screenwriter, director, and film mag-
azine editor. She has worked on several 
short films as screenwriter (Rheum, 
2021; Shedding the Mist, 2024 – both 
dir. Kateřina Hroníková), and as direc-
tor (Dinner for 2 – Breakfast for 1, 2022; 
Symbol, 2022), with her films being 
shown at various European festivals (San 
Sebastian IFF, FEST – New Directors | New 
Films Festival, Tampere FF). In 2024, she 
was a jury member at BRNO16 festival. 
Along with her fellow editors, she estab-
lished and runs the Slovak film magazine 
Pontón. Besides working on her directo-
rial debut, she’s currently also co-writing 
a feature film.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Michaela Kaliská is a Bratislava-based 
producer. She completed her Mas-
ter’s degree at the Film and Television 
Faculty of the Academy of Perform-
ing Arts in Bratislava. She also spent 
one semester at FAMU in Prague. She 
is also currently studying Gender Stud-
ies at Charles University in Prague. In 
2019 – 2022, she was the executive pro-
ducer of three short documentary films 
shot in Slovakia, the UK, and Turkey as 
part of the EU CHIEF European research 
project. In 2021, she co-founded the 
Bratislava-based NINJA FILM produc-
tion company with director Martina 
Buchelová – they aim to give space to 
young voices and bolder audiovisual 
approaches in cinema. They are currently 
finishing their feature debut Lover, Not 
a Fighter (dir. Martina Buchelová).Kristína 

Žilinčárová
Michaela 
Kaliská

CONTACT
NINJA FILM 
www.instagram.com/_ninjafilm_ 
m.kaliska@gmail.com

Prometea 
Prometea
Slovakia, Czech Republic | 75 min. 
documentary | essay | in development

DIRECTOR & SCREENPLAY: Kristína Žilinčárová
DOP: Radka Šišuláková
EDITOR: Marek Bihuň

PRODUCER: Michaela Kaliská (NINJA FILM, SK)
CO-PRODUCER: CLAW (CZ)

SUPPORT: Slovak Audiovisual Fund
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 275 000
PRINCIPAL PHOTOGRAPHY: Spring – Winter 2025
EXPECTED RELEASE: 2026
LOOKING FOR: co-producers, industry platforms, festivals, sales agents
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SYNOPSIS
Soft Hours is a psychological drama 
about Ilona, a woman in her late fif-
ties whose son, Tóbiás, disappeared 
ten years ago. When her ex-husband 
becomes a father again, her longing 
for Tóbiás resurfaces. She becomes fix-
ated on Leon, a young amusement park 
worker, and pays him to play the role of 
her son. Their arrangement evolves into 
an intense dependency. As their relation-
ship grows increasingly obsessive, Ilona 
realizes she must break free – not just 
from Leon, but from the hope of Tóbiás’ 
return – and allow herself to finally grieve 
and move forward.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Soft Hours, like my previous films, delves 
into the taboos surrounding motherhood. 
Ilona is neither a mother nor childless 
– she exists in a state of waiting, strug-
gling with her identity. Ilona’s character 
is inspired by my own confrontation with 
the reality of being childless, as I enter 
a stage of life where this becomes undeni-
able. Soft Hours is a personal exploration 
of those societal pressures and the emo-
tional journey of breaking free from the 
expectations placed on women, finding 
a new sense of self beyond the concept 
of motherhood.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Anna Gyimesi studied medicine before 
turning to filmmaking. She graduated in 
film directing from the University of The-
ater and Film Arts Budapest (2019) and 
DocNomads (2021). Her films explore 
taboo social dilemmas through personal 
dramas, focusing on motherhood, wom-
anhood, and marginalization. Her short 
Affricate premiered at Sarajevo Film Fes-
tival 2022, while Falling won the Heart of 
Sarajevo Award (2023). Since 2023, she 
has pursued doctoral research on fic-
tion and documentary boundaries. She 
is currently developing her debut feature, 
Soft Hours.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Barbara Janišová Feglová is a film pro-
ducer and founder of HITCHHIKER 
Cinema, focused on auteur-driven films 
with social themes. A graduate of VŠMU 
in Bratislava, she has shaped Slovak 
documentary cinema since 2012. Her pro-
duction A Hole in the Head (dir. Robert 
Kirchhoff, 2016) won the Sun in the Net 
award in 2018. She has launched emerg-
ing filmmakers with debuts like Golden 
Land (dir. Dominik Jursa, 2020), The 
Commune (dir. Jakub Julény, 2020), 
and Lines (dir. Barbora Sliepková, 2021). 
Her latest project, Ms. President (dir. 
Marek Šulík, 2024), explores Zuzana 
Čaputová’s presidency. She also teaches 
at the Department of Documentary 
Filmmaking.

Puha órák 
Soft Hours
Hungary, Slovakia | 90 min. 
fiction | drama | in development

DIRECTOR: Anna Gyimesi
SCREENPLAY: Anna Gyimesi, András Soós, Jakub Spevák

PRODUCERS: Barbara Janišová Feglová (HITCHHIKER Cinema, SK), 
Genovéva Petrovits (Kino Alfa, HU),  
Edyta Janczak-Hiriart (Kometa Films, FR)

WORKSHOPS AND FORUMS: Jerusalem Film Lab 2025,  
Sarajevo FF Cinelink Co-production Market 2024,  
Midpoint Feature Launch 2023, Transilvania Pitch Stop 2023, 
Brussels IFF Co-production Market 2023
SUPPORT: Kultminor (SK)
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 1 200 000
EXPECTED RELEASE: 2028
LOOKING FOR: co-producers, festivals, sales agents

Anna  
Gyimesi

Barbara 
Janišová 
Feglová

CONTACT
HITCHHIKER Cinema 
hitchhikercinema.sk 
boruska@hitchhikercinema.sk 
+421 905 858 808
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SYNOPSIS
Petr (50), a post office manager, loses 
his job as post offices shut down. Disori-
ented by a tech-driven world, hoping to 
improve his chances of finding new work 
he undergoes the Rouse procedure to 
remove his need for sleep. But then he 
meets Ema (45), who treasures sleep as 
her escape. Petr is her first intimate con-
nection since losing her husband years 
ago. As they grow closer, Ema remains 
tied to her past, while Petr learns that 
a sleepless life offers no rest or escape 
from his struggles.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Dreaming Differences can be catego-
rized as sci-fi, but its focus is on human 
experiences rather than technology. The 
film takes a familiar social reality and 
pushes it to an extreme, highlighting the 
absurdity of our modern struggles. It aims 
to expose the relentless pressure for pro-
ductivity, the underlying agitation, and 
the illusion of a fulfilling life under cap-
italism – where rest is always deferred, 
yet “later” never truly arrives. The idea 
for this near-future world started with 
a simple question: what if I never had to 
sleep again?

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Kateřina Hroníková graduated in Docu-
mentary Filmmaking at the Academy of 
Performing Arts in Bratislava. Her work 
includes short fiction, documentary, and 
experimental films. Her films have been 
screened at various A-list film festivals, 
including Karlovy Vary IFF, San Sebastian 
IFF, and Warsaw FF. Her bachelor’s film, 
Rheum (2021), was shortlisted for the Yugo 
BAFTA Student Awards. Kateřina is the 
founder of Embody Vision, a production 
company that boldly embraces experi-
mentation in both narrative and form, 
regardless of genre.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER  
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Nataša Jurčová Findrová is currently pro-
ducing her debut feature film through 
her company, Murmur Films. She holds 
a Master’s degree in Film Production 
and a Bachelor’s degree in Documen-
tary Film Directing from the Academy 
of Performing Arts in Bratislava. She has 
experience in film production, having 
worked as a production manager on sev-
eral documentaries and feature films. In 
addition to her production work, she is 
involved in PR and social media for film 
festivals, including the Slovak Queer 
Film Festival, Febiofest IFF, and Cinema-
tik IFF, and works at the Lumière cinema 
in Bratislava.

Kateřina 
Hroníková 

Nataša 
Jurčová 
Findrová

CONTACT
Murmur Films 
www.murmurfilms.sk 
njf@murmurfilms.sk 
+421 949 147 156

Rozdiely snívania 
Dreaming Differences
Slovakia, Czech Republic | 100 min. 
fiction | in development

DIRECTOR: Kateřina Hroníková
SCREENPLAY: Kateřina Hroníková, Kristína Žilinčárová

PRODUCER: Nataša Jurčová Findrová (Murmur Films, SK)
CO-PRODUCER: Kateřina Hroníková (Embody Vision, CZ)

WORKSHOPS & FORUMS: FEST – Pitching Forum 2024
SUPPORT: Slovak Audiovisual Fund
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 1 100 000
PRINCIPAL PHOTOGRAPHY: 2026
EXPECTED RELEASE: 2028
LOOKING FOR: co-producers, industry platforms
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SYNOPSIS
Inside is a short film that offers a glimpse 
into the lives of women who have expe-
rienced abortion. Fragments of their 
testimonies are transformed into a poem 
that conveys their thoughts, emotions, 
and fears. Flowers are used to symbol-
ize both women and reproductive organs 
as such. Abstract visual sequences, com-
bined with archival footage and the 
poem, reveal the women’s inner world, 
while the soundscape represents the 
outside world and the societal pres-
sures these women face. The film aims to 
create a safe space for contemplation, 
as well as empathy.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
How many times have you actually 
heard, seen or read an authentic per-
sonal experience of abortion? We know 
(close to) nothing about the feelings, life 
circumstances, and motives of women 
who have experienced it. Since we know 
so little about these women’s stories and 
feelings, as a society we fail to empathise 
with them. The public debate surrounding 
this topic is therefore full of half-truths, 
polarisation, or even hatred. Because of 
such stigma, women are afraid to speak 
about their abortion publicly at all. This 
film tries to change that.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Dorota Vlnová is a graduate of Docu-
mentary Directing at the Academy of 
Performing Arts in Bratislava. During her 
studies, she made a film about the poet 
Ivan Štrpka, Radiant Places (2018), a film 
about the architect Ferdinand Milučký 
from the Icons series (2020; IGRIC 
award for young filmmaker), and a short 
film from the Romanian Reader (2020) 
series for Czech TV. For Slovak Televi-
sion and Radio, she created an episode 
for the Building Slovakia series (2022), 
several audio documentaries, World in 
Slovakia series, and the film After Us, 
the Flood (2022) about the climate cri-
sis’s consequences.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
In 2021, Roman Pivovarník graduated in 
film production at the Film and Television 
Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts 
in Bratislava. He works as an executive 
producer for the Bratislava-based pro-
duction companies HITCHHIKER Cinema 
and guča films. The short TV documentary  
After Us, the Flood (dir. Dorota Vlnová, 
2022) was his first film as a producer.
HITCHHIKER Cinema is an independent 
film production company established in 
2012 by the producer Barbara Janišová 
Feglová. Specializing in art-house films 
and documentaries, the company 
focuses on stories that delve into social 
and cultural issues in Central Europe.

Vo vnútri 
Inside
Slovakia | 15 min. 
documentary | experimental | in production

DIRECTOR & SCREENPLAY: Dorota Vlnová
DOP: Radka Šišuláková
EDITOR: Barbora Búbelová

PRODUCER: Roman Pivovarník (HITCHHIKER Cinema, SK)

WORKSHOPS & FORUMS: European Short Pitch 2025, 
Pop Up Film Residency 2024
SUPPORT: Slovak Audiovisual Fund
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 30 000
PRINCIPAL PHOTOGRAPHY: June – August 2025
EXPECTED RELEASE: March 2026
LOOKING FOR: co-producers, industry platforms, festivals, sales agents

Dorota  
Vlnová

Roman 
Pivovarník

CONTACT
HITCHHIKER Cinema 
hitchhikercinema.sk 
roman@hitchhikercinema.sk 
+421 908 182 278

19



SYNOPSIS
Amir, an immigrant who has been 
living in Ukraine for a long time, works 
as a translator. He is trying to save his 
relationship with his little daughter after 
a complicated divorce. Experiencing an 
identity crisis, he is lost in a whirl of one-
night stands and parties. Anticipating 
war, his ex-wife is taking their daugh-
ter to Europe. Amir is forced to a speedy 
decision: should he stay, go back to his 
motherland, or become an immigrant all 
over again.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Like my protagonist Amir, I have faced 
immigration twice – first from Azerbai-
jan to Ukraine, then to Germany due to 
war. This experience shaped my story, 
and that’s why I challenge myself to play 
Amir. He is a translator, yet struggles 
with emotional connection. His search 
for belonging leads him through pre-war 
Kyiv, mirroring his inner chaos. Through 
encounters, lost love, and nostalgia, he 
realizes his fate as a wanderer. Inspired 
by Ashik Kerib (dir. Dodo Abashidze, 
Sergei Parajanov, 1988), Amir’s journey is 
a bridge between East and West. The film 
blends docufiction, multilingual dialogue, 
and post-eroticism, exploring identity 
and displacement.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Novruz Hikmet is a film director and 
actor. He graduated from the Azerbai-
jan State University of Culture and Arts in 
2010 and has worked in Kyiv’s film indus-
try since then. He co-directed It Is Quiet 
Here (co-dir. Olena Podolianko, 2022), 
which premiered at Sarajevo Film Festi-
val. As an actor, he starred in La Palisiada 
(dir. Philip Sotnychenko, 2023), winning 
the Ukrainian national film award Golden 
Dzyga for Best Actor. A member of the 
Ukrainian Film Academy, he participated 
in Sarajevo Talents and is now developing 
his debut feature Hardsub, supported by 
Hessen Film & Medien, ESFUF, and Torino 
Feature Lab.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER  
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Valeria Sochyvets is a member of the 
Ukrainian and European Film Academies. 
She founded Contemporary Ukrainian 
Cinema to support Ukrainian cinema. 
Valeria has produced films that have 
screened at major festivals (Rotterdam, 
San Sebastián, PÖFF, Clermont-Ferrand) 
and won over 30 awards. She curated film 
festivals and participated in Berlinale Tal-
ents 2023. Her film La Palisiada (dir. Philip 
Sotnychenko, 2023) won the FIPRESCI 
Award at Rotterdam IFF, and was nomi-
nated for the European Academy Awards’ 
European Discovery – Prix FIPRESCI.

Novruz 
Hikmet

Valeria 
Sochyvets 

Julian 
Gerchow

CONTACT
Contemporary Ukrainian Cinema 
cuc.com.ua 
cyk.cuc@gmail.com 
+38 093 249 91 50

Vshyti subtytry / Вшиті Субтитри 
Hardsub
Ukraine, Germany, Poland | 100 min. 
fiction | drama | in development

DIRECTOR: Novruz Hikmet
SCREENPLAY: Novruz Hikmet, Olena Podolianko

PRODUCER: Valeria Sochyvets (Contemporary Ukrainian Cinema, UA)
CO-PRODUCER: Julian Gerchow (Plotlessfilm, DE)

WORKSHOPS & FORUMS: Torino Feature Lab 2024, Sarajevo Talents 2023,  
Hessen Lab 
SUPPORT: European Solidarity Fund for Ukrainian Films,  
Hessen Film & Medien 
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 1 275 000
PRINCIPAL PHOTOGRAPHY: February 2026
EXPECTED RELEASE: 2028
LOOKING FOR: sales agents, distributors
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SYNOPSIS
A burnt-out Martin discovers old maps 
and the mysterious Agnes in an inher-
ited house. Following her footsteps, he 
searches for the secret of Wirbel’s exiled 
inhabitants and the rituals that have pro-
tected the country for centuries from the 
awakening of forces that could irrevoca-
bly damage it.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Wirbel is a drama with mystery elements 
and an emphasis on distinctive visuals. Its 
theme is the relationship between man 
and landscape, questions of respon-
sibility, and the ability to identify with 
the landscape – that is, the ability to 
accept the landscape as one’s home. 
In a broader sense, I also see the film as 
a parable about humanity’s unwillingness 
to accept responsibility for our inevi-
table impact on the local and global 
ecosystem.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Tomáš Hubáček studied film directing 
and screenwriting at the University of 
Technology in Zlín, and Musicology at 
the University of Performing Arts in Olo-
mouc. During his studies, he directed 
several student films and animated and 
live-action music videos for renowned 
Czech performers. Currently, he works 
mainly as a music composer for film, tele-
vision and theatre. He made his debut 
as a director in 2020 with the short film 
Fibonacci, which reached international 
recognition and numerous awards. 
Tomáš teaches Intermedia at the Physi-
cal Theatre Studio of JAMU in Brno and 
Film Speech in Genres at UTB in Zlín.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Marek Urban was born 1977 in Bratislava. 
After finishing at City University, he 
went on to study documentary film 
at the Academy of Performing Arts in 
Bratislava. He is a co-founder and pro-
ducer at sentimentalfilm and UN FILM, 
production companies focusing primarily 
on feature films and creative documenta-
ries. In recent years he has been involved 
in many successful film projects at home 
and abroad. He is a member of the Euro-
pean Film Academy and the Slovak Film 
and Television Academy.

Wirbel 
Wirbel
Czech Republic, Slovakia | 100 min. 
fiction | eco-drama | in post-production

DIRECTOR & SCREENPLAY: Tomáš Hubáček
DOP: Adam Soural
EDITOR: Martin Malo

PRODUCERS: Jan Macola (Mimesis Film, CZ), 
Marek Urban (sentimentalfilm, SK)

SUPPORT: Czech Film Fund, Slovak Audiovisual Fund
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 1 450 000
EXPECTED RELEASE: October 2025
LOOKING FOR: festivals, sales agents

Tomáš  
Hubáček

Marek 
Urban

CONTACT
sentimentalfilm 
sentimentalfilm.com 
marek@sentimentalfilm.com 
+421 903 229 446
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SYNOPSIS
In 2024, Łódź, Ukrainian violinist Arina 
(29) plays in the Philharmonic Orchestra 
under the baton of her longtime part-
ner, Denys (33). After qualifying for the 
Vienna Classic Violin Competition, she 
struggles between her toxic, controlling 
relationship and her dream of a solo 
career. Denys is indifferent to her suc-
cess and involved with a younger woman. 
In Vienna, Arina excels, forming a bond 
with accompanist Filip. Returning to 
Łódź, she ends things with Denys. As air 
raid sirens wail and Russian bombs fall on 
Poland, Arina steps into an uncertain but 
free future.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
This story has undergone three transfor-
mations: first written before the full-scale 
invasion, then refocused on characters 
oblivious to the war, and finally adapted 
for Poland after the FilmBridge pro-
gramme at Wajda Film School. It is 
a chamber drama about a co-dependent 
relationship, told through the perspective 
of violinist Arina. The visual approach is 
black and white to emphasize emotions: 
movement, body language, and music 
play key roles, conveying the characters’ 
inner states. The film explores the phys-
icality of co-dependency, where music 
serves as an extension of their emotions.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Valeria Sochyvets is a member of the 
European and Ukrainian Film Acade-
mies, the Ukrainian Guild of Directors, 
and the Ukrainian Oscar Committee. 
A Berlinale Talents and Sarajevo Tal-
ents alum, she participated in the Film 
Bridge programme at Wajda Film School. 
Her debut project Curtain won at New 
Horizons Studio+, Riga Showcase Pitch, 
and Transilvania Pitch Stop. Valeria is 
the co-founder of CUC (Contemporary 
Ukrainian Cinema), a community and pro-
duction company that supports young 
filmmakers. She graduated from the 
Kyiv National I. K. Karpenko-Kary The-
atre, Cinema and Television University.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER  
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Inna Lastochkina is a Ukrainian producer 
based between Kyiv and Paris. She grad-
uated in acting from the Kyiv National I. 
K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre, Cinema and 
Television University in 2019. She partici-
pated at the Talents Sarajevo Pack & Pitch 
2024 and Talents Point at Vilnius FF 2024. 
Since 2021, she has worked with CUC, pro-
ducing eight shorts, including Glorious 
Revolution (dir. Masha Novikova; Cannes 
La Cinef 3rd Prize 2022) and Thoughts 
on Peace in an Air Raid (dir. Vyacheslav 
Turyanytsya; Rotterdam IFF 2025). She is 
producing Unavailable by Kyrylo Zem-
lyanyi, and developing two features: 
Inheritance by Stanislav Bytiutskyi and 
Curtain by Valeria Sochyvets.

Valeria 
Sochyvets

CONTACT
Contemporary Ukrainian Cinema 
cuc.com.ua 
cyk.cuc@gmail.com 
+38 093 249 91 50

Zavisa / Завіса 
Curtain
Ukraine | 100 min. 
fiction | drama | in development

DIRECTOR: Valeria Sochyvets
SCREENPLAY: Valeria Sochyvets, Justyna Bilik
DOP: Oleksandr Pozdnyakov

PRODUCER: Inna Lastochkina (Contemporary Ukrainian Cinema, UA)
CO-PRODUCER: Patryk Sielecki (Lumisenta, PL)

WORKSHOPS & FORUMS: Warsaw FF – Wajda School New Talents 2024,  
Transilvania Pitch Stop 2024, Riga IFF Showcase 2024, 
New Horizons Studio+ 2023
PRINCIPAL PHOTOGRAPHY: January 2027
EXPECTED RELEASE: 2029
LOOKING FOR: sales agents

22



SYNOPSIS
Slovakia has 1 200 environmental burdens, 
of which 260 are critical. A documentary 
film by three female directors about 
the three biggest ecological disasters in 
Slovakia. A film about a country disori-
ented in its values and overwhelmed by 
a dysfunctional bureaucracy, a country 
in love with short-term plans and false 
promises, a country incapable of taking 
a long-term view of its problems.

DIRECTORS’ NOTE
Wasteland Chronicles presents three 
women directors’ perspectives on the 
three largest and most dangerous toxic 
dump sites in Slovakia. Each of the three 
episodes attempts, in its own way, to 
break out of the anthropocentric view 
of the issue of environmental hazards. 
Contaminated areas become a symbol of 
our relationship with the earth, as well as 
a testament to humankind’s destructive 
nature. Despite their rather abstract 
artistic approach to the subject matter, 
the directors do not ignore practical real-
ity. Wasteland Chronicles aims to awaken 
public interest and encourage conver-
sation about environmental issues, the 
solution of which will require active par-
ticipation at all levels of society.

ABOUT THE DIRECTORS
Viera Čákanyová’s debut Frem premiered 
at Berlinale 2020; her second feature 
White on White won top prize at Ji.hlava 
IDFF 2020; and Notes on Eremocene pre-
miered at Berlinale 2023. She co-runs 
guča films, supporting young filmmakers, 
and works as a dramaturge and editor.

Barbora Sliepková’s short film About 
My Sister (2016) won two prizes at IFF 
Febiofest, including the Jury Prize for 
Best Film and Audience Award. In 2021, 
she completed her debut film Lines, which 
won the Opus Bonum prize at at Ji.hlava 
IDFF for Best Documentary.
Lucia Kašová’s feature-length debut 
The Sailor (2021) premiered at Hot Docs 
Toronto and won the Grand Prix as best 
feature documentary at the Flickers’ 
Rhode Island lFF. Lucia’s short Orchestra 
from the Land of Silence (2020) has been 
screened at over 40 festivals worldwide.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Anna Mach Rumanová is a producer at 
her company filmsomnia, and at Peter 
Kerekes’ company Kerekesfilm. She is 
a co-producer of the documentary You 
Will Never See It All (dir. Štěpán Pech, 
2023), as well as Adam Martinec’s feature 
debut, Our Lovely Pig Slaughter (2024). 
Together with Petr Kerekes, she is the 
co-producer of Fragile Memory (dir. Igor 
Ivanko, 2022), The Visitors (dir. Veron-
ika Lišková, 2022), Howling Like We Do 
(dir. Asia Dér, 2022), Stepne (dir. Maryna 
Vroda, 2023), Limits of Europe (dir. Apo-
lena Rychlíková, 2024), Wishing on a Star 
(dir. Peter Kerekes, 2024). filmsomnia was 
founded in 2014 by documentary film-
maker Mária Rumanová. In the name of 
its founder’s legacy, the company aims to 
work on high-quality and artistically-valu-
able projects that have the potential to 
succeed in festival distribution.

Zóny nikoho 
Wasteland Chronicles
Slovakia, Czech Republic | 100 min. 
documentary | hybrid | in post-production

DIRECTORS & SCREENPLAY: Viera Čákanyová, Lucia Kašová, Barbora Sliepková
DOP: Maxim Kľujev, Pavol Matia
EDITORS: Alexandra Gojdičová, Filip De Pina

PRODUCER: Anna Mach Rumanová (filmsomnia, SK)
CO-PRODUCERS: Martina Netíková (Cinémotif Films, CZ)

WORKSHOPS & FORUMS: Ji.hlava New Vision Forum 2024,  
When East Meets West Impact Zone 2025, East Doc Platform 2025
SUPPORT: Slovak Audiovisual Fund, Czech Film Fund
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 181 270
EXPECTED RELEASE: 2025/2026
LOOKING FOR: festivals, sales agents

Barbora 
Sliepková

Anna Mach 
Rumanová

CONTACT
filmsomnia 
filmsomnia.sk 
annarumanova@gmail.com 
+421 918 246 747
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SYNOPSIS
Blanka has been rescuing animals since 
she was little – she shared her bed with 
an orphaned lamb, and took an abused 
cow to care for in her family’s backyard 
without hesitation. In Zemplínska Široká 
village she has enthused other children, 
and together they run a sanctuary for 
abused and injured “farmed” animals 
that can now live a free life and grow 
old peacefully. Blanka and the kids have 
to deal with a lack of understanding 
and narrow-minded legislation. Fortu-
nately, they have each other and create 
a sanctuary not only for animals but also 
for people.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
The film depicts love and inseparable 
friendship between animals and humans, 
and the hope that a kinder world – with 
mutual respect despite our differences 
and the ability to learn from each other 
– is possible. It presents a sensitive story 
from an unconventional setting, and tries 
to provoke controversy in viewers about 
the relationship with animals and by 
questioning the fast and consumerist way 
of life, as well as the human impact on the 
environment. Our team would love to do 
our bit to raise awareness about these 
problems, and make this society more 
caring, considerate, and sustainable.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Anna Ďurišíková is a film and theatre 
director. She studied Theatre Directing 
at the Academy of Performing Arts in 
Bratislava, and the Real Escuela Superior 
de Arte Dramático in Madrid. She works 
as a director and producer for Admiral 
Films production, and she is currently an 
intern at Teatro Kamikaze theatre and 
film production. Her work fuses various 
art forms, focusing especially on mar-
ginal topics, minorities, gender violence, 
environmental violence, animal rights, 
and queer utopias. Animals of the East 
is her debut feature film.

ABOUT THE PRODUCER  
& PRODUCTION COMPANY
Andrej Kolenčík is a film director, pro-
ducer, and visual artist. He works on 
fiction, documentary, and animated 
films. In 2014, he was selected for Ber-
linale Talents. Short films that he has 
directed have been awarded both 
internationally (e.g., Golden Egg at the 
Kustendorf FF in Serbia) and nationally 
(Sun in the Net Award), and selected for 
festivals such as Palm Springs Short Fest, 
Atlanta FF, Cinequest, Riga IFF, Tallinn 
Black Nights FF, etc. He is the head of 
Admiral Films production, which focuses 
on fiction, documentary, and animated 
films, and specializes in green filming.

CONTACT
Admiral Films 
www.admiralfilms.sk 
contact@admiralfilms.sk 
+421 904 639 359

Zvieratá východu 
Animals of the East
Slovakia | 70 min. 
documentary | poetic | environmental | coming of age | in production

DIRECTORS & SCREENPLAY: Anna Ďurišíková, Andrej Kolenčík
DOP: Matej Jánošík
EDITOR: Vladimíra Vrbiňáková

PRODUCER: Andrej Kolenčík (Admiral Films, SK)
CO-PRODUCER: Roman Genský (Slovak Television and Radio, SK)

WORKSHOPS AND FORUMS: Young Horizons Industry 2024,  
IDFF One World (SK) 2024, Dox in Vitro 2024, Riga IFF Showcase 2023,  
International TV Festival Heart of Europe 2023
SUPPORT: Slovak Audiovisual Fund, Literary Fund (SK)
ESTIMATED BUDGET: € 116 100
PRINCIPAL PHOTOGRAPHY: February 2024 – July 2025
EXPECTED RELEASE: February 2026
LOOKING FOR: co-producers, industry platforms, festivals, broadcasters, sales agents

Anna 
Ďurišíková

Andrej 
Kolenčík
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Ahoj leto / Hello Summer
SK – CZ – FR | dir. Martin Smatana, Veronika Zacharová 
prod. Studio Bororo | BID 2022 | WP: Animafest Zagreb 2024
Ako som sa stala partizánkou /  
How I Became a Partisan
SK – CZ | dir. Vera Lacková | prod. Media Voice 
BID 2019 | WP: goEast Wiesbaden 2021

Amnestie / Amnesty
SK – CZ | dir. Jonáš Karásek | prod. AZYL Production  
BID 2019 | WP: 2019

Architekt drsnej poetiky / Architect of Brutal Poetry
SK – CZ – BR | dir. Ladislav Kaboš | prod. EDIT Studio 
BID 2021 | WP: IFF Cinematik Piešťany 2021
Backstage
SK – CZ | dir. Andrea Sedláčková | prod. ARINA 
BID 2016 | WP: Zlín IFF 2018
Bolo raz jedno more... / Once There Was a Sea...
SK – PL | dir. Joanna Kożuch | prod. BFILM 
BID 2017 | IP: Clermont-Ferrand ISFF 2022
Cenzorka / 107 Mothers
SK – CZ – UA | dir. Peter Kerekes | prod. Punkchart films 
BID 2016 | WP: Venice IFF 2021
Cesta do nemožna / The Impossible Voyage
SK – CZ | dir. Noro Držiak | prod. MEDIA FILM (SK),  
KABOS Film & Media (CZ) | BID 2019 | WP: 2019
Čiara / The Line
SK – UA | dir. Peter Bebjak | prod. Wandal Production 
BID 2017 | WP: Karlovy Vary IFF 2017
Čiary / Lines
SK | dir. Barbora Sliepková | prod. HITCHHIKER Cinema 
BID 2018 | WP: Jihlava IDFF 2021
Dežo Hoffmann – fotograf Beatles / Dezo Hoffmann 
– Photographer of The Beatles
SK – CZ | dir. Patrik Lančarič | prod. Trigon Production 
BID 2016 | WP: 2022
Diera v hlave / A Hole in the Head
SK – CZ | dir. Robert Kirchhoff | prod. HITCHHIKER Cinema 
BID 2016 | WP: Ji.hlava IDFF 2016
Divoké bytosti / Wild Beasts
SK – CZ | dir. Marta Prokopová, Michal Blaško  
prod. Super film (SK), MAUR film (CZ) 
BID 2017 | IP: Uppsala Short FF 2020

Dobrá smrť / The Good Death
SK – CZ – FR – DE – AT | dir. Tomáš Krupa | prod. Hailstone  
BID 2017 | WP: Ji.hlava IDFF 2018
Ema a smrtihlav / The Hungarian Dressmaker
SK – CZ | dir. Iveta Grófová | prod. PubRes 
BID 2022 | WP: Karlovy Vary IFF 2024
Et j’aime à la fureur / Flickering Ghosts  
of Loves Gone By
FR | dir. André Bonzel | prod. Les films du poisson (FR)  
BID 2016 | WP: Festival de Cannes 2021
Fentasy
SK | dir. Samuel Vičan, Anastasia Hoppanová  
prod. BeOnMind | BID 2020 | WP: 2024
Hluché dni / Silent Days
SK – CZ | dir. Pavol Pekarčík | prod. partizanfilm 
BID 2017 | WP: Karlovy Vary IFF 2019
Hore je nebo, v doline som ja / Promise, I’ll Be Fine
SK – CZ | dir. Katarína Gramatová | prod. DRYEYE Film 
BID 2024 | WP: Tokyo IFF 2024
Hotel Úsvit / Sunrise Hotel
SK | dir. Mária Rumanová | prod. Punkchart films 
BID 2016 | WP: IDFA 2016
Invalid
SK – CZ | dir. Jonáš Karásek | prod. AZYL Production  
BID 2022 | WP: 2023
Katedrála / The Cathedral
SK | dir. Denis Dobrovoda | prod. Kolsa Films SK 
BID 2022 | WP: Krakow FF 2022
Kid
SK | dir. Gregor Valentovič | prod. FTF VŠMU, ARTICHOKE BID 
2018 | WP: Karlovy Vary IFF 2019
Lapilli
SK – DE | dir. Paula Ďurinová | prod. guča films | BID 2023 
WP: Karlovy Vary IFF 2024
Letní rebeli / Summer Rebels
SK – DE | dir. Martina Saková | prod. Silverart (SK), 
PROJECTOR23 (DE) | BID 2016 | WP: BIKY Busan 2020
Loli paradička
SK | dir. Richard Staviarsky, Víťo Staviarsky 
prod. STAVIARSKY | BID 2018 | WP: Art Film Fest Košice 2019
Malá ríša / Little Kingdom
SK – IS | dir. Peter Magát | prod. FilmFrame 
BID 2019 |  WP: 2019

Of the films presented at BID Works 
in Progress since 2016, 69 have 
been completed and many enjoyed 
a successful festival and distribution run.

Successful projects  
previously presented at

BRATISLAVA  
INDUSTRY DAYS
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Miki
SK – CZ | dir. Jakub Kroner | prod. PubRes 
BID 2020 | WP: 2024
Moc / Power
SK – HU – CZ | dir. Mátyás Prikler | prod. MPhilms 
BID 2021 | WP: IFF Rotterdam 2023
Nech je svetlo / Let There Be Light
SK – CZ | dir. Marko Škop | prod. ARTILERIA 
BID 2018 | WP: Karlovy Vary IFF 2019
Neviditeľná / Unseen
SK | dir. Maia Martiniak | prod. ARINA 
BID 2020 | WP: CPH:DOX 2020
Nina
SK – CZ | dir. Juraj Lehotský | prod. Punkchart films 
BID 2017 | WP: Karlovy Vary IFF 2017
Obeť / Victim
SK – CZ – DE | dir. Michal Blaško | prod. nutprodukcia 
BID 2020 | WP: Venice IFF 2022
Oči plné piesku / Gritty Eyes
SK – CZ | dir. Juraj Janiš | prod. HITCHHIKER Cinema 
BID 2022 | WP: 2023
Odchádzania / Leaving to Remain
SK – GB – CZ | dir. Mira Erdevicki | prod. PubRes 
BID 2021 | WP: Ji.hlava IDFF 2022
Olympijský mezičas / Olympic Halftime
CZ – SK – GR – HK | dir. Haruna Honcoop 
prod. D1film (CZ) | SK co-prod. VIRUSfilm | BID 2020 
WP: Ji.hlava IDFF 2023
Ostrým nožom / By a Sharp Knife
SK – CZ | dir. Teodor Kuhn | prod. nutprodukcia 
BID 2016 | IP: Shanghai IFF 2019
Piargy / The Ballad of Piargy
SK – CZ – MK | dir. Ivo Trajkov | prod. ARINA 
BID 2017 | IP: FF Cottbus 2022
Pivnica / The Cellar
SK – RU – CZ | dir. Igor Vološin | prod. FURIA FILM 
BID 2017 | IP: Busan IFF 2018
Plastic Symphony
SK – PL – CZ | dir. Juraj Lehotský | prod. ARYTMIA 
BID 2021 | WP: Tallinn Black Nights 2022
Pokiaľ ja žijem / Fakir
SK – CZ – PL | dir. Roman Ďuriš | prod. Bright Sight Pictures 
BID 2022 | WP: DOK.fest München 2024

Po sezóne / Off Season
SK | dir. Andrea Kalinová | prod. Archimera 
BID 2018 | WP: IFF Cinematik Piešťany 2018
Pozor, padá SNG! / Hanging Without Walls
SK | dir. Jana Durajová, Lena Kušnieriková  
prod. PubRes | BID 2023 | IP: Thessaloniki IDF 2024
Prázdna množina / No Elements
SK | dir. Barbara Vojtašáková | prod. FTF VŠMU 
BID 2022 | WP: Doclisboa 2022
Prezidentka / Ms. President
SK – CZ | dir. Marek Šulík | prod. HITCHHIKER Cinema 
BID 2024 | WP: Ji.hlava IDFF 2024
Raj na zemi / Paradise on Earth
SK | dir. Jaro Vojtek | prod. MPhilms 
BID 2018 | WP: Ji.hlava IDFF 2019
Redaktsiya / The Editorial Office
UA – DE – SK – CZ | dir. Roman Bondarchuk 
prod. Moon Man (UA) | SK co-prod. Silverart | BID 2023 
WP: Berlinale 2024
Samorast (O sliepkach a ľuďoch) / Maverick (Of Hen 
and Men)
SK | dir. Peter Hoferica | prod. FTF VŠMU 
BID 2021 | WP: 2021
Si aj to, čo si nepamätáš / Purple Is a Nice Color
SK | dir. Dorota Vlnová | prod. FTF VŠMU 
BID 2020 | WP: 2021
Skutok sa stal / Never Happened
SK – CZ | dir. Barbora Berezňáková | prod. LEON Productions 
BID 2018 | IP: Warsaw FF 2019
Slúžka / The Chambermaid
SK – CZ | dir. Mariana Čengel Solčanská | prod. Bright Sight 
Pictures | BID 2017 | WP: Tallinn Black Nights 2022
Služobníci / Servants
SK – RO – CZ – IE | dir. Ivan Ostrochovský 
prod. Punkchart films | BID 2016 | WP: Berlinale 2020
Spoons
SK | dir. Jana Smokoňová | prod. Teren production 
BID 2018 | WP: 2019
Správa / The Auschwitz Report
SK – CZ – DE | dir. Peter Bebjak | prod. D.N.A. 
BID 2018 | WP: 2020
Strigov
SK | dir. Barbora Berezňáková | prod. Známa firma 
BID 2021 | WP: Docaviv 2022

Svlékat mlhy / Shedding the Mist
SK – CZ | dir. Kateřina Hroníková | prod. FTF VŠMU 
BID 2023 | WP: 2024

Šťastný človek / A Happy Man
SK – CZ | dir. Soňa G. Lutherová | prod. AZYL Production 
BID 2021 | WP: Hot Docs Toronto 2023
The Sailor
SK | dir. Lucia Kašová | prod. TOXPRO 
BID 2019 | WP: Hot Docs Toronto 2021
Ticho na poli / Homeland of Silence
SK | dir. Štefánia Lovasová | prod. FTF VŠMU 
BID 2019 | WP: 2022
To ta monarchia / King Bee
SK | dir. Vladislava Sárkány | prod. sarkany 
BID 2019 | WP: IDFF One World Slovakia 2020
Tvojazem / Journey to Yourland
SK – BE – CZ | dir. Peter Budinský | prod. BFILM 
BID 2017 | WP: Zlín FF 2022
Učiteľka / The Teacher
SK – CZ | dir. Jan Hřebejk | prod. PubRes 
BID 2016 | WP: Karlovy Vary IFF 2016
Územie fantázie / Territory of Imagination
SK | dir. Paula Maľárová | prod. CinePunkt 
BID 2020 | WP: Beldocs 2023
Venuša v retrográde / Venus in Retrograde
SK | dir. Štefánia Lovasová | prod. NINJA FILM 
BID 2024 | WP: Aegean FF 2024
Villa Lucia
SK – CZ | dir. Michal Kollár | prod. KFS production 
BID 2018 | WP: 2023
Vtáčnik / The Birdhill
SK – CZ | dir. Eva Križková | prod. Dayhey 
BID 2022 | WP: 2024
Vulturii din Taga / The Eagles from Taga
RO – SK | dir. Adina Popescu, Iulian Manuel Ghervas 
prod. WE ARE BASCA (RO) | SK co-prod. LEON Productions 
BID 2019 | WP: 2022
Zenit / Zenith
SK – CZ – HU | dir. György Kristóf | prod. Dynamo Productions 
BID 2019 | WP: IFF Art Film Košice 2024
Zošalieť / Unbalanced
SK – CZ | dir. Zuzana Piussi | prod. VIRUSfilm 
BID 2021 | WP: Tallinn Black Nights 2022
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industry@kff.com.pl 
www.krakowfilmfestival.pl/industry

THE MOST IMPORTANT
INDUSTRY EVENT
FOR DOCUMENTARY
IN POLAND

SAVE THE DATE: 
26–31.05.2025



One 
database

Scan to join us!

Endless 
connections

With the support of: Under the auspices of:



30

TATINO is very proud to be a partner
of the Bratislava Industry Days, and

to award one of the participating
projects.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO EXPLORE IT ALL



slovak project selection: Tomáš Hudák, Rastislav Steranka, Ondrej Starinský

international project selection: Tomáš Hudák, Monika Lošťáková

catalogue compiled by: Tomáš Hudák

graphic design: Milan Stolár, www.intuitio.studio

proofreading: Darren Chastney

bid crew: Tomáš Hudák, Rastislav Steranka, Tereza Tokárová, Ondrej Starinský, Peter Dubecký, Monika Lošťáková,  

	 Barbora Šályová, Barbora Zelisková, Nataša Findrová Jurčová, Radomír Brhlík, Daša Parízková, Zita Hosszúová, 

 	 Veronika Krejčová, Lea Pagáčová, Barbara Nováková 

special thanks: Braňo Rozbora, Emil Fejtl, Alexandra Suchaneková

organized by: 

patrtners:

WITH A FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF:



www.febiofest.sk  |  www.asfk.sk  |  www.sfu.sk

Programme

March 24

Works in Progress presentation  
(projects in production and post-production)
10:00 | Cinema Lumière

Individual meetings
14:00 | Falkensteiner Hotel

Short film as a message in a bottle  
(discussion, in English)
14:00 | Cinema Lumière

The state of financing of independent film  
production in Slovakia (discussion, in Slovak)
16:00 | Cinema Lumière

Industry drink  
with BID & Ji.hlava IDFF
18:00 | Sundeck

March 25

Works in Progress presentation  
(projects in development and production)
10:00 | Cinema Lumière

Individual meetings
14:00 | Falkensteiner Hotel

Co-operation in the audiovisual industry 
in Slovakia (discussion, in Slovak)
14:00 | Cinema Lumière

Awards Ceremony
18:30 | Cinema Lumière

Afterparty
22:00 | Luna Bar


